[Giardia duodenalis infections in pediatrics: our series].
5000 pediatric patients presenting gastrointestinal disturbance (diarrhoea, vomiting, abdominal pain or stypsis) coming from different urban and rural area of Naples (Italy) were evaluated for possible intestinal Giardiasis at the Department of Pediatrician, University of Naples, Italy. The mean age of the patients was 6.4 years and range 0.5-15 years. Giardia duodenalis was searched in 3 different specimens of stools collected every other day, by a microscopic examination by Stoll method. The presence of Giardia duodenalis was correlated with different parameters: life-style, social environment, social level, season, geographic area and subjective symptoms. Statistical differences in the different groups of patients were evaluated by the chi square test. Giardia duodenalis was found in 237/5000 patients (4.7%) of the patients. In nine of them the protozoa was associated with E. vermicularis and in 8 with T. thichiuria e the highest monthly prevalence was observed in November an December. The most frequent symptom was diarrhoea (61.1%). According to these data the Authors can conclude that Giardiasis is a frequent gastrointestinal infection even in children living in temperate areas. This infection is frequently asymptomatic, but can lead to malabsorption and/or to malnutrition, and can be cause of orticaria.